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ALARA presents
Evaluating the “Outcomes” of Action Research:

The Evaluation of the Professional Support Coordinator Queensland’s Action Research Project
by
Dr Jennifer Summerville

In the early childhood care and education sector, developing the action research skills and capacities of early childhood professionals is seen as an important way to enhance practice and generate positive outcomes for children and families.   However, while the benefits of using action research are widely cited in a generic sense, it is often difficult to evaluate the extent to which positive change is attributable to the use of action research or simply a coincidence of circumstances. 

In this conversation, Jenny will introduce the group to some of the ‘data’ drawn from the ‘action evaluation’ of the Professional Support Coordinator Queensland’s Action Research Project (funded by the Department of Education, Employment and Workplace Relations)  which aims to facilitate the use of action research by early childhood professionals across Queensland.  The data raises interesting questions on how to understand, justify and document the emerging ‘outcomes’ of the Action  Research project, particularly given that many professionals participating in the action research project did not initially associate changes in their practice with their engagement with action research.  

The conversation will centre around a proposed framework for understanding  the nature of the ‘outcomes’ of action research and the implications for evaluating action research projects.    

Jenny looks forward to an illuminating conversation with fellow action-learners and action-researchers and appreciates the opportunity to learn from the ideas and experiences of others.

Jenny is a social research consultant who assists professional teams and organisations to build their internal research capacity for evidence-based decision-making and quality improvement.  She is privileged to be the Evaluation Coordinator for the PSCQ’s Action Research Project and to work with a team of professionals committed to quality improvement through action research.

Where: 
Moreno Collegium, 

45 Clarence St Coorparoo 4151 

Street Parking is available. 

Close to Coorparoo train station.  

When:

Thursday 10 June 2010      5.30 p.m. to 8.00 p.m.

Investment:
$20 - includes light finger food and drinks
R.S.V.P.
Either phone Joan Bulcock at ALARA 3374 1957 or by emailing jbulcock01@optusnet.com.au or registering on line at http://events.alara.net.au/ before Friday 4/1/10 so that we can plan catering.

ALARA is a strategic network of people interested or involved in using action learning or action research to generate collaborative learning, research and action to transform workplaces, school, colleges, universities, communities, voluntary organizations, governments and business.

ALARA’s vision is that action learning and action research will be widely used and publicly shared by individuals and groups creating local and global change for the achievement of a more equitable and, just and joyful, productive and sustainable society. 
Membership details available from Joan Bulcock at jbulcock01@optusnet.com.au
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