Draft Invitation to a Joint ISA session from Janet M 

First ISA Forum of Sociology
Sociological Research and Public Debate
Barcelona, Spain
September 5 - 8, 2008

Call for papers 
RC10 Participation, Organizational Democracy and Self Management

Program Theme: "Subordinate vs. Emancipatory Modes of Participation in a Globalizing World"

RC10 Program Chair: Heinz Suenker, University of Wuppertal, Germany, suenker@uni-wuppertal.de   
RC10 Program Coordinator: Julia Rozanova, University of Alberta, Canada, rozanova@ualberta.ca 
RC10 has organized three independent sessions and collaborated with research committees (RC 53, RC 51, RC 36, RC 32, RC 11) in co-organizing five joint sessions. If you are interested in attending this ISA Forum and in participating in these sessions, please submit your paper abstract (between 200 and 500 words) by email to the organizer or the co-organizers of the respective sessions with a cc of your submission to the Program Chair Heinz Suenker: suenker@uni-wuppertal.de and Program coordinator Julia Rozanova: rozanova@ualberta.ca.
This call for papers has a deadline for receipt of abstracts by 1 December 2007.  
Abstracts MUST include: 

· Name(s) and affiliation(s) of the author(s)  

· Contact details of presenting author (postal address, telephone, fax, email)  

· Title of the proposed presentation 

· Indicate whether an oral paper or poster presentation 

Please note that individuals should not be the first author (the presenter) of more than one paper.

Joint Session: Representation, Accountability and Sustainable Futures 

Potential Convenor/organizer: Janet McIntyre. 
The session will address the challenges of representation and accountable praxis  as a Joint Session  of RC10-RC51 (Socio-cybernetics) and invitations will be extended to members from other organisations. So far members from the following organisations have been invited :

· Action Learning, Action Research and Process Management (ALARPM), 

· International Systems Sciences (ISSS) and 

· Australian and New Zealand Systems Sciences (ANZSYS)

Brief session description: 

This joint session seeks to explore the issues of democracy, governance and sustainable futures. The papers will focus on the importance of ensuring that those at the receiving end of decisions are part of the decision making process. The papers will explore issues of representation, accountability, identity, and social justice and engage with the current research on discursive democracy. Papers that embrace multidisciplinary perspectives are encouraged, including such fields as, but not limited to, informatics and engineering, public health and cultural studies. 

Session format: The session will be organized as a panel that may include papers by RC10 and RC51 members, and invited papers from colleagues who work in this area (who are not yet RC members, but may consider joining the RC), including colleagues from other organisations such as (  but not limited) to International Systems Sciences , Action Learning, Action Research and Process Management Association Inc and the Australian and New Zealand Systems Society.

RELATED PROJECTS TO WHICH YOU ARE INVITED 

1. E DEMOCRACY AND E LIVE

Invitation to set up a Special Integration Group (SIG ) on Representation and Accountability for Sustainable Futures 

I would like to link up with colleagues in the International Sociological Association in Research Committee 10 on participation and also with colleagues in Action Research and Action Learning or ALARPM association. The idea is to provide a space for research interests on Representation and Accountability for Sustainable Futures . 

We could  test the following hypothesis: The greater the participation in the design of a) knowledge management systems and b) future scenarios to support interorganisational policy making, the greater the match between a) perceived needs and b) policy outcomes. We hope to explore ways to expand the boundaries to include marginalised groups who are not protected currently - young people’s interests being the most obvious case in point. We need to make decisions with future generations of life in mind. Processes to achieve this will be focus of the SIG. 

The following research questions could be explored as they build on current research interests: 
a)Can participation in scenarios be enhanced using structured dialogue (Christakis and Bausch 2006, McIntyre-Mills 2000, 2003; McIntyre, 2006a,b, McIntyre-Mills et al 2006, 2007) to enable testing out ideas across cultures and across networked and un networked communities? • 
b)Can participation in e-governance communication (Putnam 1995; White 2001, 2002, Pierre 2000; Peters and Savoie 2000; Rhodes 1997) supported by software (Christakis and Bausch 2006, De Vries 2007) help to make boundary spanning communication (Borradori, 2004) and governance processes (Langford and Edwards 2002) and policy discourses more responsive (Bogue 1989, Bishop and Davis 2001) to perceived needs and changing identities (McIntyre,2005,a,b,c, McIntyre-Mills 2006b, McIntyre-Mills et al 2007,Pierre 2000) ? This is a request from Janet McIntyre. 

“ Climate change threatens the basic elements of life for people around the world- access to water, food, health , and use of land and the environment. On current trends, average global temperatures could rise 2-3degrees   Celsius with the next fifty years or so, leading to many severe impacts , often mediated by water, including more frequent droughts and floods….ecosystems will be particularly vulnerable to climate change…2000 million more people may become permanently displaced due to rising sea levels, heavier floods and more intense droughts ….with one study estimating that around 15-40% of species face extinction with 2 degrees C of warming” ( Stern 2006: 65).
Conversations to develop content could be undertaken using e-It is a meeting room that enables people to talk to one another, see one another if you have a web cam - I do not have one yet.. It also allows us to record our conversations, We can draw on a white board and post slides. Many people can join the conversation, but I am allowed 3 people at a time  at this stage to test the technology and to find ways to use it. It also allows us to vote on ideas - called the polling function. I am really excited by this and the way it could be used for participatory democracy across spatial and conceptual boundaries. Some of the ideas were detailed in volume 3 of  the C.West Churchman Legacy and Related Works Series called :  Systemic Governance and Accountability. Perhaps more e democracy and e conferencing is the way forward as it is cheaper than flying many miles , it does not leave a big carbon footprint  and it enables people at the receiving end of decisions to lobby and make a difference by making their voices heard. Please check out the room below  for conversations Now see the room below . I will not go on line until next Monday . In the  meantime you could explore the functions and the emoticons ( hands up, thumbs down, smilies and grimaces- we could write a set of norms and meanings for the emoticons and invent some of our own. 
Use this link to get an eLive vRoom - your own personal eLive  room that you can use : http://www.elluminate.com/vroom/  Flinders eLive Synchronous, web-based communication software  http://www.flinders.edu.au/staffdev/elive  elive@flinders.edu.au
Ph:  (08) 8201 5337 or (08) 8201 5336 

2. ACTION LEARNING AND ACTION RESEARCH 
A conference on Aboriginal Wellbeing hosted by ALARPM was attended by about 150 participants including some graduate students , including : Renee Szabados , Sri Sanger , Sudianti , Endah , Nirariha , Rosalia Boyd , Brentyn Schubert , Jon Deakin , John Mugashaka, Dr Anu Mundkur . Daphne Rickett  Manager Southern Branch  of Community Development Employment Programme   soon to be Job Carers Future  and Linda Turner is a colleague of Daphne and a cater  of Lilly Pilly Bush Catering. Both of whom have participated in a current Participatory Action Research Project. 
Unfortunately I was in Japan at the International Systems Sciences Conference and could not be  at the ALARA conference in Adelaide. But a post conference meeting was  held at the home of  Helen Murray (with wonderful hospitality) that  enabled me to see some of the recorded presentations and to hear about the conference on Aboriginal Wellbeing.  Conversations on the phone with Susie Goff  ( Current President) and past President Ernie Stringer of ALARA along with very active members by email  including  Kim O’Donnel and  Janet Kelly and Ted Sandercock  confirmed the vital interest in addressing representation and accountability. 

3. INTERNATIONAL SYSTEMS SCIENCES  July 2007
Please see the attached paper delivered at the conference.
4. Second Call for Papers : Australia New Zealand Systems Conference 2007. “Systemic development: local solutions in a global environment”2nd – 5th December 2007, Auckland, New Zealand
Please see the attached paper to be delivered at the conference and see the invitation to the conference below. 
ANZSYS'07 is the thirteenth annual systems conference to be held in this series and is located in Auckland at Unitec New Zealand (Mt Albert Campus).  The theme of this year's conference is ‘Systemic development: Local solutions in a global environment’. As the call to solve intractable problems in a globally-connected world increases, systems thinkers turn towards systemic problem solving. The challenge is to apply holistic, global systems concepts to local situations. 

This call goes out to both academic and practitioners in applying systems thinking principles to such problems. 

The following is extracted from the conference website: http://anzsys07.unitec.ac.nz
Conference themes 

The themes for the ANZSYS'07 conference are:

A globally-connected virtual world

Applications of creativity to systemic problem-solving

Conceptual modelling

Critical systems

Information systems

Managing systemic development

Organisational systems

Regional and environmental systems

Social systems

System dynamics

Systems theory/systems thinking

And any other related issue.

The conference chairs welcome any paper on one or more of these themes. If you would like to confirm that your paper falls within these themes then please email the Conference Chairs at anzsys07@unitec.ac.nz 

Author information

Papers of up to 4000 words all up (including title, abstract, conference theme, keywords, body, footnotes, references, diagrams, and bios) on one or more of the conference themes will be considered for the conference. In all other respects, papers need to conform to the format and order of material requirements for the Emergence: Complexity and Organization journal at: http://emergence.org/ECO_site/web-content/sub_info.html
All papers will be double blind refereed for inclusion in the refereed conference proceedings.

Important dates

Wednesday 18th July 2007

Papers due

Wednesday 15th August 2007
Reviewers feedback sent to Authors

Friday 31st August 2007 
Final copy of accepted papers and lists of changes due

Wednesday 31st October 2007
Last day for early-bird registration

Sunday 2nd -Wed 5th Dec 2007
The conference

Email submissions to, and contact organisers at: anzsys07@unitec.ac.nz
Conference chairs

The conference is chaired by Kay Fielden (Unitec New Zealand) and Jim Sheffield (University of Auckland).
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